No. 219. September 2, 1710
that I have never fallen into any of these fantastical tastes, nor esteemed anything the more for its being uncommon and hard to be met with. For this reason? I look upon the whole country in spring-time as a spacious garden, and make as many visits to a spot of daisies, or a bank of violets, as a florist does to his-borders and parterres. There is not a bush in blossom within a mile of me which I am not acquainted with,. nor scarce a daffodil or cowslip that withers away in my neighbourhood without my missing it. I walked home in this temper of mind through several fields and meadows with an unspeakable pleasure, not without reflecting on the bounty of Providence, which has made the most pleasing and most beautiful objects the most ordinary and most common.
NO.    2Ipo                                      [PSTEELE.1
From Thursday, Aug. 31, to Saturday, Sept. 2, 1710.
------Solutos
Qui captat risus hominum famamque dicacis, . . . Affectat, niger est, hunc tu, Romane, caveto.
HOR., i Sat. iv. 82.
From my own Apartment, Sept. i.
Never were men so perplexed as a select company of us were this evening with a couple of possessed wits, who through our ill fortune, and their own confidence,   had   thought   fit   to   pin  themselves   upon  a
1 Nichols suggested that Addison was really the author of this paper. This theory is supported by the fact that in No. 221 an error in the motto of this paper was corrected, a matter with respect to which Addison was much more careful than Steele. The suggestion that Tickell was the original of Tom Mercett is untenable, especially if Addison was the writer.
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